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E following Letter being 
read one Day over a Bottle, 

pt Bl where I happen'd to make one 
of the Company, ſeem'd to 
expreſs ſuch a true Spirit of 
Liberty and Love to Mankind, that the 
Queſtion was immediately put, Why 
ſhould it not be printed? We all agreeing 
that it could not reaſonably give any Ot- 
fence, and might be entertaining ; it fell 
to my Lot to introduce it to the Publick. 
So much by way of Introduction, and 
now for the Letter it ſelf, which upon 
ſecond reading gave me fuch Pleaſure, that 
I dream't all Night of nothing but Liberty 
and Property; and had as it were a Viſion 
of all the great Aſſertors of them, from 
the ancient Greek and Roman Free States, 
A 2 to 
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to the Time of our own glorious Revos 


lution. I heard Solon crying: O my Coun- 
try! my dear Country! as when he was a- 
bout leaving Athens upon the Uſurpation 

of Pifiſtratus. I ſaw the excellent Socrates 


dying a Martyr to Liberty, by the Com- 
mand of his Scholar Critias, and the reſt 
of the thirty Tyrants. I without Difficul- 
ty follow'd Xenophon, and his ten thouſand 
gallant Countrymen in their March of a- 
boye 1000 Miles, and that too, in the 
Face of more than 400,000 Perſiaut, wha 
vainly endeavour'd to oppoſe theſe Sons of 


Liberty. I had a lively Repreſentation 


of the Battles of Salamis, Platea and Ma- 
rathon, and many other glorious Struggles 
for the old Grecian Liberty. The Romans 
next appearꝭd contending for it; from 
the firſt Brutus, where it took its Riſe, I 
had a View of the Camilli, Manlii, Fabii, 
and the Scipio's, to the laſt Brutus, where 
we may properly iay it ended; for unhap- 
py Germanicus lived not to make a Stand 
for Liberty, the Friends of Tyranny tak- 
ing care to deſtroy him as ſoon as they 
but ſuſpected his generous Principles. Then 
methought I heard Tacitus crying out, 
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The PREFACE v 

Italia, Plebs urbana imbellis, nibil in 
exercitibus validum præter externum. Which 
is as much as to ſay in plain Englſh; 
Thoſe who uſed to diſpoſe of Kingdoms and 
Provinces are now buſied only in Opera's 
and Maſquerades ; and that People who 
never found any Enterprize above their 
Spirit to undertake, and Power to accompliſb, 
with their Liberty, have loſt their Vigor and 
Virtue, It would ſwell theſe Sheets too 
much, was J to relate all the particulars 
of this Viſion; and few or none ſurely 
are ignorant of the glorious Struggles that 
have been made for Liberty in this Na- 
tion ; In ſhort, the old Grecian and Roman 
Notions of it are hardly to be found in 
any other Country, and none have ſo much 
Reaſon to boaſt its Enjoyment; Tho ſome 
Perſons have made it a Pretence for ill 
Purpoſes, yet 'tis what all true Engliſhmen 
muſt till hope to enjoy, ſince there is no- 
thing that they are naturally more fond of. 
This Conſideration (one would think) 
ſhould perſwade all diſintereſted and un- 
prejudiced Perſons of the Reaſonableneſs 


ot the following Letter, ſince tis very con- 


2F tradictory both to Virtue and Juſtice, whilſt 
x we are tenacious of Liberty our ſelves, to 
ſee our fellow Subjects deprived of it, 
without the greateſt Concern, and Reluc- 
tance. And tho' the Climate of Carolina 
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vi The PREFACE. 
"I is, we are told, much the ſame with Itah, 
J yet as the Inhabitants are at preſent entire- 
it ly Strangers to Popery and Prieſtcraft, 
why ſhould they be thought to partake 
S P 

1 more of the Nature of the baſe modern 
ö Italians, than of the illuſtrious old Ro- 
mW | man,? Theſe. generous Patriots of Liber- 
| ty afford ample Inſtructions in the Matter 
[|| we are now ſpeaking of; for, whilſt they 
0 retain d their ancient Virtue, they were 
il not content with enjoying Freedom them- 
| ſelves only, but carried it wherever their 
" Eagles flew ; their Conqueſts as well as 
| their Colonies were enfranchiſed by them ; 
| and their being Vanquiſhers was a Misfor- 

tune to none but Tyrants. 
What have We been fighting and con- 
tending for theſe 30 Years, but what 
theſe induſtrious Planters and Merchants 
now defire? And ſhall we be anxious not 
only for the -Liberty of England, but of 
all Europe, and not allow our Brethren a 
Title to it, becauſe alas! they are ſettled 
in America? Or do we imagine that the 
generous Nature and Spirit of Exgliſomen 
was dampt in their Paſſage thro' the O- 
cean? If this be the Caſe, we nced only 
attend to the ſhort Account that is here- 
after given of them to find Reaſon. for 
more favourable Sentiments. 


Caro- 
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Carolina i ſituated between 29 and 36 
Degrees of Northern Latitude, upon that 
Circle ot the Earth that affords Wine, 
Oil, Fruit, Grain, Silk, and moſt other rich 
Commodities; and is ſaid to have been 
3 fiſt diſcover'd by Sir Sehaſtian Cabot, (a 
Native of Briſtol by Venetian Parents,) who 
 calld it Carolina, from the Name of his 
Majeſty King Charles I. (which is what the 
French likewiſe arrogate, as done in honour 
of their Charles IX.) but the Truth of this 
Relation is greatly ſuſpected: However it 
is certainly the Northern Part of that Re- 
gion, where John De Lion a Spaniard land- 
ed in the Year 1512; and gave the Coun- 
try the Name of Florida, from the perpe- 
«> Wie which it ſeemed to be bleſs'd 
With. | 
Eight Years afterwards, vis. A. D. 
1520, the Spamards ſent Vaquez de. Ayllon 
thither, but to little or no Purpoſe : And, 
in 1526, Pamphilio Narveſi ; who, with 
his Companions, was ſtarved to Death: 
The Fate of Ferdinando Soto, who fol- 
low'd him ten Years after, was much the 
lame ; for tho' h& brought 900 Foot and 
zoo Horſe with him, yet he and moſt of 
his Men were deſtroy'd either by Want 
or Sickneſs, or were kill'd by the Indians ; 
the Remnant, led by Lewis Moſcos, eſcap- 
ing with great difficulty. Theſe ill 2 
| | ceſles 
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ceſſes made the Spaniards deſiſt from theit 
Attempts in Carolina. | 


The next who came wete the French 


under John Ribaut, in the Reign of 
Charles IX. being ſent by the famous Ad- 
miral Coligny with two Ships: Theſe 
were the firſt of any European Nations who 
made a Settlement in this Country ; but 
for want of Supplies, (5c. (the Civil Wars 


then raging in France) they return'd Home 


again: Two Years after, Peace being 
made, Coligm procured other Ships to be 
ſent to this Country, under the Com- 
mand of Lewis Laudoner, who finding no 


Mines, and his Proviſions being almoſt 
ſpent, reſolved to return Home alſo ; but 
as he was preparing to depart, John Ri- 


baut arrived with three Ships more, which 


| procured them a kind Reception from the 


Indians, who promiſed to conduct them tb 
the Apalatæan Mountains bordering on 
Virginia, where they expected to diſco- 


ver Mines: And thus the French conceiv'd 


great Hopes of this their Settlement, when 
the Spamards under the Command of Pe- 


ter Melanda, arriving with a Squadron of 


Ships and Forces, drove them from their 
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Forts, kill d Ribaut and 600 of his Men, 
after having promiſed to give them Quar- 
ter, and forced Laudoner and his Compa- 

nions to quit their Settlement and return 
. Home, 
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Home. But not long aftetwards De 


i FGorguel, a French Gentleman, at his own 
; Expence, fitted out three ſtout Ships; and 
t MF with 280 Men failed to Carclina; where he 
: WM te-took the Fort, and put all the Spani- 
4 ards to the Sword, and deſtroyed all the 
3 reſt of the Forts and Garriſons, being aſſiſ- 
t ted by two of the Indian Kings, becauſe 
i of the Averſion wn had to the Sparitayds. 
e After this the French travel'd towards the 
8 Mountains, and are ſaid to have converted 
e ſeveral Indians; but we have no Account 
N of their making any Settlement here, or 
0 of the Spaniards endeavouring to recover 
ſt the Country: So that it probably lay de- 
+ ſerted by all Europeans from the Yeat 
1567 till 1622, when under the Reign of 
h Carles II. ſeveral Engliſh Families, flying 
e from tlie Maſſacres of the Indiant in Virgi- 
5d mia and New-England; were driven on 
n A theſe Coaſts, and ſettled fear tle Head of 
„ the River May: As appears from the Re- 
4 lation of Mr: Brigſtock, who gives us an 
n Account ot his being honourably enters 
;- MF taind here by his Country-men, in the 
of Tear 1653. . FN 

ir Thus chis Senn, being abandon' d 
„ Þotb by the French and Spaniards, was free 
- to any that had a Mind to ſetfle in it. 
i. BM And the Pretence of Cabot's Dilcovery 


gave the Crown of England a Sort of 
Bb Title; 
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Title, upon which that of the Proprie- 
tors is founded. However King Charls II. 
thought fit, from theſe Pretenſions, to 
make a Grant of this Country by a Pa- 
tent, bearing Date March 24th, 1663. 
and renew'd two Years after to Edward 
Earl of Clarendon, then Lord high Chan- 
cellor, George Duke of Albemarle, William 
Lord Craven, John Lord Berkley, Antho- 
ny Lord Aſhley, Sir George Carteret, Sir 
William Berkley, and Sir Fobn Coleton ; from 
whom the preſent Proprietors claim, ei- 
ther by Inheritance or Purchaſe. 


In perſuance of this Grant, Encourage- 


ment was given for People to ſettle in this 
Province, and when there were ſo many 
Inhabitants that a Form of Government 
was neceſſary, 120 Articles, call'd Funda- 
mental Conſtitutions, were agreed to, and 


ſign d by the Proprietors on the 1ft of 
March, 1699. which Conſtitutions were 1 
drawn up by that famous Politician, the 3 


Earl of Shaftsbury; and were (as it is 
expreſs d in the laſt Article) to remain the 
ſacred, and unalterable Form of Government 
of CARO LI NA for ever. 
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Ihe 1ſt Article of theſe Fundamentals, 


is, that a Palatine ſhall be cho/en from a- 


mongſt the Proprietors, who ſhall continue F 
during Life, and be ſucceeded by the Senior of 
the other Proprietors. The Executive Pow- ? 
e er 
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er in moſt Caſes is in the Palatine and 
three other Proprietors, who are authoriz-. 
ed to execute the whole Powers of the 


Charter; and their Deputies in Carolina 


have this by Commiſſion from their Princi- 


4 | pals, and are call'd the Palatine's Court. 


By the Conſtitutions there are to be three 
2% Hereditary Noblemen in every County, 
created by Patent under the Great Seal of 
the Province; one call'd a Landgrave, and 
two call'd Caſſiques, who, with the Pro- 
prietors* or their Deputies, the Governor 
and Commons, compoſe the Parliament. 
The Number of the Landgraves, accord- 
ing to the Fundamentals, ſhould be 25, 
and that of the Caſſiques 50 to make a 
Nobility; therefore as there are few or 
none of either at preſent, they are not 
ſummond to make an Upper Houſe, but 
the Governor and the Deputies arrogate 
that Title to themſelves only. The Com. 


mon are choſen by the Freeholders of e- 


very County, as the Knights of Shires in 
England, and were at firſt to ſit in an 
Houſe by themſelves, and all have equal 
Votes, and were to meet once in two 


ears, or oftner if Occaſion required. 


The Courts of Juſtice, beſides the Pa- 
FF /atine's Court, are that of the Chief Ju- 
ſtice, the High Conſtable, the Chancel- 
lor, the Treaſurer, the Chamberlain, and 
B 2 the 
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the High Steward; beſides which, there 
are the Great Council, and the Hundred 
Courts. There is likewiſe a Sheriff, and 
four Juſtices of the Peace in every County, 
Ihe Laws of England are in Force in 
Carolina, but the Proprietors by their De- 
puties, with the Conſent of the Parlia- 
ment, or Aſſembly as tis now calld, have 
Power to make By Laws for the better 
Government of the Province; ſo that no 
Law can properly be made, or Money 

rais d, unleſs: the People by their Re- 

31 conſent thereto. One of their 
Laws is well worth taking Notice of, that 
is, their Method of chooſing Juries, which 
is by making à conſiderable Number of 
Paper Billets, on which the Names of the 
moſt ſubſtantial - Freeholders are written. 


Theſe Billets are put into a Hat, and 


twenty four are choſen out of them by 
the firſt Child that happens to paſs by; 


| then aut of theſe twenty four, twelve are 


choſen at the next Court: An admirable i 
Method to prevent Fraud and Bribery! and 
it would prevent a great deal of Inju- 
ſtice, were this Method practiſed for our 
Miadleſex Juries. 25 | 
The Difficulties and Dangers attending 
the firſt Settlement of this Colony, being 

a Diſcouragement to People from coming 

to it, the Proprietors enter'd into a joint 
: Stock, 
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Stock, and fitted out Ships to tranſport 
People and Cattle thither, the Charge of 
which amounted to 12000 {. beſides as 
much more disburſed by ſingle Proprie- 
tors, to advance the Colony : For there 
were ſeveral Planters ſettled in Carolina, 
before the preſent Lords Proprietors Pa- 
tent was granted. . 

Things being thus eſtabliſh'd according 
to their Grant, about the Year 1671. Co- 
lopel William  Sayle was made Governor, 
and James Carteret Eſq; Sir John Teoman: 
and John Cook Eſq; Landgraves. But the 
Conſlitutions being found deficient in ſeve- 
ral Caſes, Temporary Laws were added, 
and the Form of Government ſettled thus, 


A Governor named by the Palatine. 
7 Deputies of the Proprie- 
| dos. 1 22 
A Council } 7 Gentlemen choſen by the 
conſiſting of | Parliament. 
7, - -|7 of the eldeſt Landgraves 
* and Caſſiques. 8 
An Admiral Surveyor 
Chamberlain Treaſurer 
Chancellor High Steward 
Chief Juſtice High Conſtable 
Secretary Regiſter of Births, 


Buri- 
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Burials, and Marriages; 
Regiſter of Writings 
- Marſhal of the Admiralty, 


xiv 


All which were nominated by the Pro- 
prietors reſpectively. The Quorum of the 
Council were to be the Governor, and 6 
Counſellors, 3 at leaſt being Deputies of 
the Proprietors; and becauſe there were not 
Inhabitants enough to make a Parliament, 
according to the Conſtitutions, it was or- 
der d to conſiſt of the Governor, the De- 
puties of the Proprietors, and 20 Members 
choſen by the Freeholders, of whom ten 
were to be elected by Berkley County, and 
To by Coleton County; which Number 
was increaſed, as more Counties were laid 
out, and more People came to ſettle in 
the Province; ſo that for many Years there 
have been ſufficient for a regular Parlia- 
ment or Aſſembly. To Governor Sayle 
ſucceeded Sir John Yeomans, and to him 
Joſeph Weſt Elq; in 1680. He was one 

f the firſt Planters, and in 1682 held a 
Parliament at Charles Town, in which 
ſeveral Acts were paſſ'd and ratify'd by 
him, and the Proprietors Deputies: He 
was ſucceeded by Joſeph Moreton Eſq; 
1683, under whom ſeveral Acts were 
likewiſe paſſd; the Year — 
N | (ts 
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Rich, Kyrle ot Ireland was made Gover- 
nor, but he dying within the Year, Foſepb 
Weſt Eſq; was nominated again, in whoſe 
Time, the Lord Cardroſs, afterwards Earl 
of Buchan, with ten Scotch Families ſet- 
tled in Carolina ; but his Lordſhip ſoon re- 
turn'd home, and his Followers were dif- 
lodged by the Spamards. The next Go- 
vernor was James Coleton Eſq; Brother to 
the Proprietor, who called a Parliament, 
A. D. 1687. „ | 
To Mr Coleton ſucceeded ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, but in what Order is not certain ; 
Viz. Smith, Quarry, Southwwell, Ludwell, 
and laſtly Thomas Smith Eſq; (as tis ſup- 
poſed a ſecond Time) about the Year 
1694; at whoſe Inſtigation one of the Pro- 


prietors, Jobn Archdale Eſq; was ſent over 


in Auguſt 1695, to ſettle the Country and 
redreſs Grieyances, which he at laſt with 


much Difficulty effected. 


Mr. Archdale returning home, Joſeph 
Blake Eſq;/ alſo a Proprietor, was appoint- 
ed Governor in his Stead: In whoſe 
Time, Major Daniel brought new Conſti- 
tutions from England, conſiſting of 41 Ar- 
ticles, call d the laſt Fundamental Conſtitu- 
tiont, and ſign d by John Earl of Bath, Pa- 
latine, and the reſt of the Proprietors; but 
they were never confirmed in Parliament 
at Carolina. 3 „ 

| ous Mr. 


„ 


Attorney and Solicitor General do mfori th 
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Mr. Blake dying about 1700, after ſos 4 
Diſpute for the Office between Top Mare- 
ton, as eldeſt Landgrave, and Col. Famer | 
Moor, the latter was choſen Governor, and 
as ſuch confirm'd by. the Palatine. His 
Succeflors were Sir Nathaniel Johnſon, 
&c. * * The Diſputes and Tranſacti- 
ons, that happen'd under their Adminiſtra- 
tion who ſucceeded this Governor, are ſo 
well known to all that are in any wiſe con- 
cern'd in them, and would be fo little 
entertaining to indifferent Perſons, that the 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed at this being 
paſſed over; but we .muſt not forget, 
that upon an Addreſs from the Houſe 
of Lords, and a Repreſentation from the 
Commiſſioners of Trade, May 24, 1706. 
to her late Majeſty, Praying, That Directi- 
ons might be given for reaſſuming the Char- 
ter into her 50 Hands by ScxkR Fas 
CLAS, ſhe was pleaſed to order, that for the 


more effeetual proceeding againſt the {a8 | I K 


themſelves fully concerning what may be moſt 

neceſſary for effecting the Time. 
This was the State of Carolina at that 
Time, but it is in ſo much Confuſion af 
preſent, that no regular Account can be 
given of it: However, the very Misfor= 
tunes of the Colony ſerve to Ihew __ 
yalu= 


Dee flouriſh'd notwithſtanding the 4 
ccouragements attending it; which no 
ubt is owing to the Advantage of the 
mate, and very probably to its being 
frſt planted by genteel and noble ſpi- 
Wed People, well skilld in the Art of 
affick. en . | ' 
be preſent Inhabitants are eſteem'd 
Wbe 2500 White-men, able to bear Arms, 
te Slaves 40000. Their Stock of 
ile is almoſt incredible, every Plan- 
poſſeſſing from one to two thouſand 
ad: and no Wonder, ſince they live 
= the Winter without Fother. Their 
eon, Beef and Veal is very good, 
Wo their Pork the beſt in America, no 


BY 
"= 


| » Stores and other uſeful Commodities 

- I undeniable, ſince (to ſay nothing 
-i Particulars) the Price of Pitch, by 

comes from Carolna, has been, of 

reduc'd from 4e to 10 Shillings per 


el: Several rich Mines have likewiſe 
noſt = difcover'd, but neglected for want 

Miners; and by Reaſon of their great 
hat ance from the Engliſh Settlements : 
1 at Wwever, none of the Plantations abound«' 
2 ſo much in Money as this Colony, 


ruin d by the PAPER Project ; and 
C they 


3 Ihe PREFACE. xvii 
liable it is, ſince it has in ſome Mea- 


of which affords ſuch Plenty of na- 
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$ T 
they would ſoon be again in a floutiſhing I ſp: 
Condition, were their Government ſet. oui 


tled to the Satisfaction of the People Rivt 
being in other Reſpects bleſs'd with 
all the Advantages both of Art and NY 
tute. - 50 

- Charle Tow, their Metropolis (i we wel 
may ſo Al it) ſtands on a Point very con 
venient for Trade, which they ca 
conſiderably both to Europe and 8 7% 
Jadies. It is ſituated between two ple, 
navigable Rivers, which bring large Ve 
ſels up to the very Town, where then 
is a handſom Church well endow'd, and 
@ good Harbour five: Miles diftant from 
the Inlet; the Streets are regular; the =. 
Buildings: are of Brick and- Wood, ven 
neat and commodious; the Town 5 
guarded by a ſtrong Fort and regular For- 
_ tifications, and the Militia well diſciplin d. 
the Horſe being Gentlemen all well 
cloatl'd and mounted; and ſuch good 
Soldiers were they formerly, that they 
advanced to attack St. Auguſtino, and 
were able to defend themſelves againſt 
the French under Monſieur Moville, before 
their Spirits were dejected, and their. 
Strengt waſted by O * and Po- 
verty. 


1 
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The Country about Charles Town is 
ſpacious Plain of 300 Miles Extent, a- 
ounding with Woods, and enriched by 
eople ivulets: The Temperature of the Air 
wit! I much the ſame with Lombard), and 
1 Na Ihe Soil no leſs fruitful, producing natu- 

ally Vines, Olive and Mulberry-Trees, 
nd immenſe Quantities of Rice when du- 
con N cultivated : And tho' the Grapes 

00 which are very lar ge and the Fleſh hard 
A ike a Cherry) are not fit for Wine, 
aſant hey might eaſily have very good, by 
Vel Wranſplanting ſuch. Vines from France, or 
ther ther Countries, as,woy'd agree beſt with 
and he Nature of the Soil and Climate, eſ- 
fron Pecially in the more ſouthern Parts, where 
the aſt Tracts of Land remain yet unin- 
ven abited; beſides Port-Royal, 4 moſt com- 
modious Harbour, where People begin 
tro make Settlements; for the Inhabitants 
f the Colony are very good Neighbours, 
e Merchants being very fair and gene- 
rous Traders, and the Country Gentle- 
men exceeding hoſpitable, free and cour- 
ous. 
Carolina, in ſhort, whether conſider'd 
3 for Delight or Profit, is a moſt defirable 
Country, being capable of producing 
whatever we can with for, either as to 
the Conveniencies or Pleaſures of Life: 
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ASSEMBLY- -Man 


CAROLINA, &. 


OUR laſt of the 16th of Novem- 
ber, 1725, was tranfmitted me 
ſafely, by the Hands of Mr. 
J— B— ; in which you charge 
me with being one of the prin- 
cipal Promoters of the Petition to the Crown 
of ,Great-Britain, for nominating a Governor, 
and gontinuing to protect the loyal Subjects of 
this Colony; inſtead of applying to the Lords 
Proprietors, our Natural Lords, (as you ftile 
them) whoſe Property you ſay it is to com- 
| mand 


2 at OJ U 


1 
mand us, and WhO gave us our Land; che for- 
mer Part of which Aſſertion ſhall be ſpoken to 
anon ; and as for the latter, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that the Lands, we poſſeſs, were fold, 
and not given. 


The withdrawing our ſelves from the Sub- 
jection of our Lords, you term Rebellion, 
Theſt, Ingratitude, and what not; and as 
you ſtem to enter ſo heartily into theſe empty 
Clamours, for -that Reaſon, I thought *twas 
proper more largely to communicate the real 
State of the Affair, as well as the real Senſe 
of the Aſſembly of Carolina, which, however 
it may be regarded by you in England, with 
us in Carolina is our little Senate; and every 
Scoff which you think fit to throw upon this 
ſmall and inconſiderable Aſſembly (being three 
thouſand Miles diſtant) is no leſs to us than ſo 
many Threats of the entire Subverſion of our 
Liberties, which we, as Engliſhmen, cannot in 
the leaſt reliſh ; but eſpecially when we con- 
fider from whence all this had its Riſe, name- 
ly, from a little whimſical empty Paſſion and 
Pride in ſome Perſons pretending the Authority 
of our Lords Proprietors, and aiming at 
the Shadow of Regal Power, without the 
leaſt Power or Capacity to ſupport | hes 
cannot perſwade myſelf, that our good Lords 
e Gy by any * authoriſe (but are 

| rather 


„ 
rather unacquainted with) ſuch wicked Inten- 
tions and Proceedings, moſt of them being 
Perſons of Quality, and ſome of them having 
deen great Aſſerters of Liberty themſelves; 
moſt probably their Agents impoſe upon them 
by confounding Property and Power; the 
former of which confiſting in Lands not yet 
ſold, Quit-Rents, Mines, Sc. the People of 
the Country defire not to violate ; but as to 
the latter, they are indeed very jealous of 
them, and fo reſolve to keep them within 
the ſtricteſt Limits of the Charter, as long as 
they are able to defend themſelves ; and let 
what will happen, they can at worſt forſake 
their Plantations, and retire up farther into 
the Woods and Hills, and truſt to the Mercy 
of the Indians, rather than be enſlaved by the 
Switzers, or any other Mercenaries who ſhall 
be ſent amongſt them, as ſome Folks threaten, 


. Theſe Men would cover the Opprefli- 
on and Plunder of ſo many hundreds of in- 
duſtrious Planters, under Pretence of Incroach- 
ment of Property, which they ſupport by Noiſe 
and Clamour, in order to raiſe ſuch a Miſt, 
as may, hinder People from ſeeing into their 
real Intentions, Thus do they oppreſs the in- 
duſtrious Planter and poor Merchant, who 
bring yearly 6000 J. Sterling into: the Cuſtoms 
of Great Britain; not to mention that the ſaid 


Pro- 


(24) 
province conſumes, of the Produce of Britain, 
above one hundred twenty thouſand Pound per 


The Gentlemen, who threaten us at this 
Rate with an additional Force of Foreigners, 
are eicher ignorant or forgetful of two Statutes, 
which are à great Comfort to this Colony: 
The Words are theſe, Or 10 move or fiir up 
any Foreiguer to invade this Realm, or any other 
bis Majefty's Dominions or Countries under his 
Majeſty's Obeyſance, all ſuch Perſons to be deem'd 
and adjudged Traitors, Stat. 13. Eliz. C. 1. 136 
—_— 1 / 


* - % * 
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I muſt own, Sir, there was 2 kauen or Char- 
ter granted about the Fear 1663, by his late 
Majeſty King Charles the Second, and renewed 
two Years aſter to Edward Earl of Clarendon, 
and ſeven other Patentees, which we con- 
ceive to be ho leſs binding to them than to their 
natural Subjects, as we are call'd. I won't ven- 
ture to ſay how far Compact is concern'd in 


— — but certainly it is the ſole 


Foundation of ſuch as owe their Power to 
Patents only, which is all our natural Lords 
can pretend to claim by; and how far they 
have perform'd- their Part of the Bargain, 
will be very viſible, from comparing the Threats 
= * of ſome Teople, who pretend 


1 
00 20 by their Authority, with the Conditions 
of the Charter, which frreightly enjoins, &C. 
Wat the ſaid Province be of our Allegiance and 
liege People of us, &c. That no Ordinance ſball 
ze made, but by and with the Conſent of the 
Freemen of the ſaid Province. That mo Taxes 
ſhall be laid, nor Property violated, but by and 
with the Conſent of the Free People, &c. So that 
their Right is not indefeaſible; and doubtleſs 
the Patent was granted for the Propagatioti of 
the Chriſtian Religion, &c. according to the 
Form of other Patents and Grants. But by the 
Buy, I have heard ſome affirm this Patent to be 
JF violated by the Proprietors Conformity Bill: 

However, in both theſe Charters the Inhabi⸗ 
WF tants of the Colony are treated as Freemen. 


I own what is alledged farther, that the 
F Expence of forming this Settlement ſtood out 
Lords in near 12000 J though I ſuppoſe they 
are not unmindful that the ſingle Proprietors; 
Xt whoſe Heirs are now Members of the Aſſem- 
I bly, were at no leſs Charge. But if our Lords 
ere then ſo great in Wealth and Power, as 
do be able to defend the Colony againſt the 
= French, Spaniard, and Indians; the Crown theri 
3 ſurely needed not to have been petition'd to 
ſend a Governor and Forces to defend the Co- 
lony, when the Indians began the laſt Maffacre; 
and when the — apply'd to the Proprie- 
tots; 


(26) 
tors, who could not then defend them: Tho' now 
that things are quiet, ſome Folks are very de- 
ſirous of appointing Governors: So that when 
there is likely to be any Danger or Expence 
in defending us, then we are the King's 
Subjects; but when there is any thing to be 
got by us, then we belong to our natural Lards 


. 
2 4s — J 


| As a principal Condition of the Charter wag 

to protect the Colony, that muſt neceſſarĩly 
ceaſe when Protection is withdrawn, either wil- 
lingly, or for want of Ability : And ceaſing to 
protect, we all know, is generally eſteemed no 
leſs than a downright” Abdication of Power. 
Beſides, tis a known Maxim, that where there 
is no Peace, there can be no Juſtice, nor any © 
Fuſtice, if the Government, inſtituted for the good 
of a Nation, bs turn d to its Ruin: And, as it is 
undoubtedly in the Power of the Sovereign, who 
grants Patents, to withdraw them on their being 
abuſed; (which has been done, to the no ſmall 
Advantage of a neighbouring Colony, and with- 
out Detriment to the Proprietary) if his Majeſty 
ſhould think fit to reſume his Colony of Caro- 
lina into his immediate Care, IT hope none 
will preſume to queſtion the Procedure, ſince 
our moſt gracious King is undoubtedly Su- 
preme over all Perſons, and in all Canes, as 
well in his Dominions in America, as in his 


King- 
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Kingdom of Ereat- Britain and "EF And, 


a 3 ſince the Febple of Carolina are no leſs remark. 
e A able for their Duty, Zeal and Affection to 
S WM his Majeſty's Perkin, Adminiſtration and Fa- 
© IM mily, than any other of his Subjects, they have 
's I carely no leſs reaſon to hope for an equal Share 
of his Compaſſion and Tenderneſs ; and how 
can that be expreſs d more eſſectually than by 
1s 1 preſerving them from Oppreſſion and Tyranny ? 
y 
l- . And this naturally brings into my mind, that 
to IT theſe pretended Friends to the Proprietors. who 
no 


WE now ſcruple to allow the beſt of Princes the No- 
IIs 3 W mination of a Governor, would nevertheleſs, in 

oe Withe Year 1720, have fold that, and all other 
Wheir Rights, to a Set of Jews and Brokers : 
I 4 1 For inthat Year they barter'd, according to the 
Practice of the Coaſt of Africa,” for the Sale of 
free, and natural Subjects, as you call us; and 
s the honeft Planters and Merchants of Caro- 
* were to be fold to their honeſter Friends 
7 che 8. Sea Directors. | , 


How far Men of fo Principles are to be 
3 kruſted with the Sovereignty of Colonies, our 
PVoperiors I hope will decide: But upon theſe 
Proceedings, ſome of the Inhabitants, like true 
Engliſhmen, averſe to Tyranny, and not willing 
to be driven to the Slave-market, from that 
time ſet up a Governor of their own, till his 
ajefty's Pleaſure, who they knew would pro- 


D 2 teck 


dut Reſiſtance to the Orders of the Aﬀembly | 


(28) 
tect his Subjects in their juſt Rights, could be 
known; and the bold and advent rs Gover- 


* 
nor of the Proprietors, (a very proper Perſon | 4 


to command a frontier Colony) ſubmitted with- 'Y 


for fear of Bloodſhed, as you term it: O 
compaſſionate Governor, who ſcrupled Blood- 
ſhed, but would not ſcruple to have fold. us to 
Directors worſe than Executioners. Can we al | 3 
that Liberty and Property, when honeſt free. 1 | 
born Subjects of England were expoſed to Sale, 


and liable to be bought and ſold like Negroes? 1 


Who knows what might have been the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Bargain? For tis ſhrewdly 
ſuſpeQed, that the Pretender, &c. * * * * * $ VF 
* * * EE ++***++++%*+ 
were greatly concern'd in it. Was there not 9 
Reaſon then, think ye, for obtaining a Scire 4 1 
Facias, when we were no longer protected, and I 
were going to be ſold? It is true, this Scire 
Facias was not proſecuted when the King ap- 1 | 
pointed a Governor, ſince that was all the Co- | A L 
lony deſired by it; and the Proceedings of that 
Governor ſhew, that his Majeſty is the beſt Judge | J | 
who are fitteſt to govern any part of his Do- 
minions; for Mr. Nicholſon acted fo geveroully, 
that inſtead of two thouſand Pounds Salary i 
which was offer'd him, he was contented with | 
one z and, not being afraid of ſhedding Blood, 
that of our Enemies I mean, reſcued us from the | 


(29) 
Sens. of the Indians, and the Inſults of 
the French and Spaniards. | 


You ſeem to mention in your Letter, that 
the Agent in England did not ſpeak the Senſe 
of our Colony, when he petition'd the King 
to take the Government into his own Hands: 
You are quite miſtaken ; for it was the real 
Opinion of the Colony, and it will be ratified 
in a full and free Aſſembly, whenſoever ſuch 
a one ſhall be called; tho' if ſome Folks 
ſhould influence the Nomination of a Governor, 
it is not impoſſible but he may follow the 
riotous Practices with which Governor M-— 

'd the Aſſembly, and by which ſome of 
his Friends have endeavoured to ſucceed in 
their own Country to Voices in a more 
honourable Aſſembly, but were diſcourag'd by 
the Patriots of Liberty in England, whom I 
hope we ſhall always endeayour to imitate, by 
ſhewing ourſelves loyal and affectionate to our 
King, and zealous for the Liberties of our 
Country, in Oppoſition to all Promoters of ar- 
bitrary Power, 


Our Agent, however his "EP may 
be diſputed, has undoubted Inſtructions from 
the Colony ; who refuſe not to acknowledge 
themſelves Tenants, but then they pay their 
| Rent 


\ 


by his Majeſty and the Aſſembly only; for 


Loegiſlature intermeddled, and, for the good 


| 907. : 
Rent for Protection only, for their, Lands were 
purchaſed, and by hard Labour cleared from 
the Woods: And would it not be grievous, 
ſhould they ſuffer for their Induſtry? But 
the Proprietors, you ſay, complain of the 
Non-Payment of Quit-Rent ; the People of 
Carolina will not differ with their Lords upon 
this Account, tho' they have a very good Pre- 
tence for it, at leaſt during the Time of the 
Indian War, of which Carolina was the Seat, 
and the total Expence of which was defray'd 


when a Country becomes the Seat of War, all 1 
Rents eeaſe of Courſe, according to the general ũ 
Cuſtom of Europe, whatever it may be in Ame- 
rica : Beſides, you may be pleaſed to con- 
fider, that the People of England are all Te- 
nants as well as we; and where Lords of 
Manors have neglefted repairing Bridges, Oc. 
the Manor-Tenants have ceas'd to pay Quit- 
Rent; and when Court Leets have not been 
duly and legally held, the King's Bench has 
Juftified the Tenants in refuſing the Payment 
of Rents; and when Lords of Manors have 
neglected to nominate Conſtables and other 
Officers, as their Duty oblig'd them, the 


of the Commonweal, impower'd the Juſtices 
in their Qyarter-Sefſions to nominate ' thoſe 
Officers for them: And how much more ne- 

ceſſary 
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ceſſary is it in our Caſe? This proves the 
Duty of Lord and . Tenant to be reciprocal; 
ſo that the Lords Proprietors ceaſing to pro- 
tect the Colony, and leaving it to the King 
to protect us; where could the Homage of 
the Tenants be due, but to his Majeſty 
only? For by the Law of England, where 
* inferior Lord forfeits his Right, it re- 
turns to his Superior; and the Manor of Ca- 
rolina (if the Palatinate of our Natural Lords 
may be call'd fo) holds under the Manor of 
Greenwich, as you'll ſee more fully hereafter. 


* 3 


I believe none of our Aſſembly will deny 
chat the Proprietors have a Right to the Pro- 
WF vince, as far as any Eugliſoman may be ſaid 
do have a Right over another that is not his 
indented Servant; but this will more plain- 
Iy appear by the Words of the Patent itſelf, | 
2X which, as far as they relate to this Argu- 2 

ment, are theſe : We do, by theſe Patents, &c. 
make, create and conſtitute the ſaid Earl of 
Clarendon, Cc. Proprietors of the ſaid Pro- 
vince, &c. ſaving always the Faith and Alle- 
giance, and ſovereign Dominion due to us, our 
Heirs and Succeſſors for the ſame, to be holden, 
&c. as of our Manor of Eaſt Greenwich in 
Kent, in. free and common Soccage, and not 
in Capite or by Knights Service, yielding or paying 
yearly to us, &c. for the ſame, the fourth Part 


of 
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of all Goods, Mines, &c. which ſhall from Time 
to Time happen to be found, over and above the 
yearly Rent of twenty Marks. And J will venture 
to affirm farther, that the Manner, in which 
ſome pretending to be their Agents have exer- 
ciſed their Authority, is contrary to the 
Grant, as well as derogatory to the Right 
of a free People; and the Abuſe of it is no 
leſs than the Forfeiture of the Authority 
itſelf; nor does our Aſſembly conceive, that 
the great Diſtance we are at from the Foun- 
tain of Juſtice ſhould deprive us of the Be- 
nefit of it. 


You fay, that your Friends, in refuſing 
ſome Acts of Aſſembly, have proceeded by 
his Majeſty's Order, particularly in the Af- 
fair of repealing the Paper-Motiey ; I wiſh, 


as in this, they proceeded by his Majeſty's # 


Order, ſo in all other Things they had pro- 
ceeded by the fame Orders; then had we not 
been that wretched People we are, nor groari- 
ed under this Load of Paper-Money, which 
I fear muſt inevitably be our Ruin. 


As to the Proprietors indeſeaſible Right 
of Government, of which you ſpeak, I am at 
a Loſs what you mean : We cannot conceive 
that any Charter will impower them to make 
Slaves of Britiſh. Subjects, much leſs to fell us 

. to 


4 


to the Swiſs Cantons, which ſome Folks 


WF have inſinuated. I am ſure, in the Char- 
Wo ter, as I have already faid, the King does 
"8 ſtreightly enjoyn, &c. That the ſaid Province 


be of our Allegiance, and Liege People of us; 
and ſuch I preſume are not the Switzers : 


Lou may be pleaſed to conſult, on this Ac- 


count, the two Statutes before cited of the 


N 10 Eliz, and 13 Car, II. And by the A& of 
IF Settlement, it is farther enatted, That no 


Foreigner Thall be naturaliz'd, nor have Pow- 


cer, Civil or Military, but by A& of Parlia- 


ment : And ſach, we conceiye, are not the 
Reſolutions of our natural Lords the Propri- 


etors; nor can, what you call the great Ex- 
"IF pence they were at, which was no leſs fo to 
1 P the Planters, give their Agents a Right to Ty» 
| 3 rannize over us; if they grumble at this firſt 
Expence, which was in all but 120004. what 
ill they do at the expending 13000 /. year- 


ly, which will be the leaſt Expence of main» 
taining a Battalion, and that will not be ſuffi - 


cient to defend us. 


In tender Conſideration of the Eſtates of 
Our very good. Lords the Proprietors, the 
Aſſembly ' wiſhes they would leave the Ex- 
| Pence of protecting us to the King, and not 

load their Land with Mortgages for our De- 
fence; ſince the whole Value of their Propri- 


E etorſhips 
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etorſhips amounts but to 3000 7, according to a 
late publick Valuation, which can never repay 
the Expence of maintaining the Swi/5 amongſt 
us:; eſpecially on the Foot propoſed by the 
Swiſs Count de ——, who inſiſts upon ſuch ex- 
travagant and arbitrary Conditions, as in all 
n are deſign d to enſlave us. 


But as you write with ſome vehemence that 
it is violating Property, to take the Nomina- 
tion of a Governor. from our natural Lords; 3 
the Inhabitants of this Colony, poor as they 


are, would gladly buy out this Property at a 
greater Rate than its Value, according to 


a Market-price; two of their Proprietorſhips be- 
ing not long ſince ſet up at Auction by a De- 
cree of Chancery, and fold but at 400 J. each; 

an excellent Price for the ninth Part of k 
Kingſhip ! at which Rate we are willing to buy 
them all out, rather than to put them to the 
Trouble and Expence of tranſporting an ad- 
ditional Force of Swiſf, who may. indeed be 
dangerous Gueſts, ſince Care has been taken to 


leave us nothing to bribe them with but Paper- 


money, the Value of which they can't read. 


I T doubt not but the Swiſs Treaty i is one of 
the Reaſons why ſome Perſons are averſe to 


Mr. Nicolſon's returning as Governor; ſince 
they know he will not ſuffer any Troops to 


, rs. 3 
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come among us, but ſuch, whoſe Fidelity to 


1 
his moſt Gracious Majeſty King George, and 


Affection to the Proteſtant Succeſſion he could 


be aſſured of; and theſe Swiſ may ge 
be Papiſts and Jacobites. | 


But you'll fay, that a King's Governor may 
frighten many of the Merchants from Carolina; 


9 ſurely Mr. Nicolſon is leſs likely to frighten 


them than an overgrown bluſtering Swiſs with 
A huge pair of Muſtacho's, living upon free 


bp W Quarters: But according to you, Men who 
8 have defended themſelves againſt the Indians, 


and attack'd the Spaniards, can have no oc- 
caſjon for beatea mercenary Hectors to defend 


them; and if theſe Gentlemen Swizzers ſhould 


have belong'd to the French the laſt War in 
Flanders, as ſome People ſuggeſt, they certainly 
have been beaten, and may be diſaffected to 
the Government, and ſo help to promote thoſe 
barbarous and unnatural Deſigns of which 
we have already had Experience from ſome 
late Proceedings. In my humble Opinion, 
ſome People would fain be Kings, but don't 


3 | know how; would govern without Power, 
and have all the Advantage of a Patent, but 


perform nothing ſtipulated in it; when all 


| things are calm, they would then be at the 


Helm, but upon the leaſt Ruffle of a Storm, 
cal out to the King for Protection, and put 
E 2 the 
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the Expence upon him, whilſt they would 


reap. the Profit of felling his Subjects: But | 2 
rather than we will ſubmit to be fold like 
— —1 ſay, We 

will be willing to purchaſe our Freedom, 
tho? with the Sale of all our Effects; for tis 


Negroes, we would 


better to ſtarve with 4 chan live in 
Bondage. 


Upon the whole 8888 you would do 
well to quit this Shadow of Supreme Power, 
which you vainly aim at, for the ſake of real 


Property, which then may quietly be enjoyed: 
For, beſides the Reſolution of the Colony, not 


to be enſlav'd, (which, I aſſure you, is una- 'Y 
nimous) if your Scheme go on, and a War i 
ſhould break out between Great Britain and i 


Spain, we are inevitably undone ; eſpecially 
Jhould the S be brought amongſt us, ſince 


they'll readily go over to the beſt Paymaſter ; | 


for beſides our Poverty, and conſequently In- 
ability to defend ourſelves, the Miſchief on 
it is, that if the King doth not nominate a 
Governor, we ſhall probably loſe our beſt De- 
fence, the Independent Company and the 
Aſſiſtance of the Brizi/h Men of War, whole 
Officers ſeldom care to receive Orders from 
any Governors, but ſuch as are appointed 
RY by tus TOY: 
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But the Miſery which threatens Carolina, 
ſhould we loſe his Majeſty's Protection, and the 
Proprietors nominate a Governor, is too terrible 


; 
« 


m, to every Inhabitant to be thought of, or rea- 
tis ſon d cooly upon; for from the time that the 


King ceaſeth to nominate a Governor, he will 
probably withdraw his Forces both by Sea and 
Land, and leave us to defend our ſelves: But 


alas! What Defence can a Colony make, who 
er, are already exhauſted, already an hundred and 
cal twenty thouſand Pounds in Debt? Whoſe 
ed: | Credit is ſo broken, that their Bills are at 
not WW cighty per Cent. Diſcount? What is to be 
ma- expected, when the White People are averſe 
Var to Proprietor-Governors, and the Faith of 
and the Indians, with whom Peace is but newly 
ally i made, uncertain ; the Fortifications of Charles- 
:nce Town lately demoliſh'd by a Storm, and this 
der; Weakneſs well known to our implacable Neigh- 
r bours the Spaniards, who want not Baits to 
Ga allure them to invade the Planters, they poſ- 
_ ſeſſing above forty thouſand Negroes beſides 
De- Cattle? Doubtleſs, on the King's withdraw- 
855 ing his Garriſon and Men of War, (to two of 
* which we owe our preſent Safety) they will 
"Ripe think us abandon'd by the Crown, and-then 


the Inſtances of private Lords Proprietors will 
have but little Weight to prevent their invad- 
ing us; fince tis well known, how little they 

N | regarded 


(38) 

regarded the Remonſtrances of his. Grace 
the Dake of Portland, concerning the Pira- 
cies committed by them on the Jamaica Men: 
For fince the Peace, the Spaniards have ta- 
ken from them above forty fail of Ships, be- 
fides landing at different times, and carrying 
off above three hundred Negroes; nor has 
the Duke, tho a King's Governor, ever been 
able to obtain any Satisfaction from them. 
How much leſs Reaſon then have we to ex- 
pet it, who have none but feeble private 
Perſons to apply to for Relief ? 


But fach Ravages are but ſmall Loſſes in 
Compariſon of what we have to expect! The 
Spaniards from St. Auguſtino, which is conti- | 
guous to our Frontier, and which, in happier il 
Days we beſieged, will, through the very 
Road we made, invade our Country naked of 
Troops and Men of War: And we, alas! un- 
able to defend our felves, muft ſtay under 
theſe fad Circumſtances, . for Succours from 
England, and thoſe Succours, accarding to your 
Scheme, muſt be Switzers. Alas! what a 
wretched Condition! murder'd by the Spaniards, 
and plunder d, inſtead of being protected by our 
Swiſs, famous forRavages, Murthers, and Trea- 
chery, and, of late, for Cowardice too, from 
which Cruelty i is inſeparable. But I hope we 
have better things to expeck from his Majeſty 
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in whoſe Mercy and Goodneſs, next under 
God, is our Truſt. 


_ I beg you'll excuſe me, Sir, if Affection for 
oe my Country has made me too warm or bit- 


ter in my Expreſſions ; make this your own 
Caſe, and I am confident you'll not blame our 
unhappy Colony, nor be averſe to pardon, 


* 


CanotiNa 


Charles - Town, | 
Jan. 156. 1726-6. 81 R, 
| 


Tour very humble Servant, 
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